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beyond the received chronology, we could still bring the martyrdom of the
two great apostles into connexion with the fire of Eome and the persecu-
tion of A.D. 64. C. H. TUBNEB.

Pliny's Correspondence with Trajan. Edited, with Notes and Introductory
Essays, by E. G. HAEDY. (London : Macmillan & Co. 1889.)

IN the last year of the fifteenth century there came to Paris, at the invi-
tation of Louis XH, one of the most remarkable among the many-sided
men of that age—Fra Giocondo of Verona, eminent as a scholar and an
architect. In both of these capacities he did good service at Paris ; as an
architect by building the Pont Notre-Dame, a double bridge connect-
ing the island of the Seine with the two shores,' and as a scholar by dis-
covering a manuscript of Pliny's ' Letters ' which contained the hitherto
unpublished correspondence of Pliny and Trajan. In 1502 two-thirds of
these letters (41-121 in Keil's edition) were published by Avantius, a fellow-
townsman of Fra Giocondo, from an imperfect copy of the same manu-
script. In 1608 appeared the complete correspondence as we now have it.
It was edited by Aldus, the printer. He had, as we learn from his dedi-
catory letters to Aloiso Mocenigo, used for the edition (1) the manuscript
which Fra Giocondo had discovered and which Mocenigo, then Venetian
ambassador at Paris, had carried off to Italy; (2) a copy of tho same
manuscript made by Fra Giocondo himself, and lent or given to Aldus
two years before Mocenigo had put in his hands the original. But no
later editor appears to have made use of the Paris codex, and all traces
of it have disappeared. Meanwhile Keil's view of the Aldine text, enun-
ciated in the preface to hu edition of Pliny, was, that it departed some-
what widely from the codex, Aldus having introduced a good many rash
conjectures of Fra Giocondo's into the earlier letters, and having con-
sulted it little, if at all, for the later ones. This view must now, it seems,
be modified in the light of a discovery recently made by Mr. Hardy in
the Bodleian library. He there found, bound up together in a single
volume, (1) Beroaldus's edition (1498) of the first nine books, with some
letters missing, of Pliny's ' Letters ; ' (2) Avantius's edition of letters
41-121 of the Pliny-Trajan correspondence; (8) the mitming portions
inserted in their places in manuscript, while the whole volume, both
printed and manuscript portions, has a number of variant readings
written in the margin. Finally, at the end of Avantius's edition were
written in the same writing as that of the marginal readings words to the
effect that the text had been corrected from an ancient Parisian manu-
script by the labour of Fra Giocondo. After a careful investigation, the
results of which he has given at length in the ' Journal of Philology,'
xvii. no. 88, Mr. Hardy seems satisfactorily to have made out that the
whole book is the identical ' copy' from which the first proof of Aldus's
edition was printed, and that the MS. portions, together with the variant
readings in the margin of the printed part, were copied from Fra
Giocondo's copy of the Parisian codex. It seems also clear (1) that
Aldus's alterations in Avantius's text were in the main derived from Fra
Giocondo ; (2) that the latter transcribed the codex much more faithfully

1 Hence gcminum . . . pontein in Sannazoro's couplet.
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than Keil supposed, while in some cases he has anticipated the cer-
tain conjectures of later editors. It follows from this (1) that the Aldine
edition and the marginal readings in the Bodleian copy of Avantius's
edition are together a better authority for letters 41-121 than Avantius ;
(2) that the Bodleian manuscript is a better authority than the Aldine
edition for letters 1-40.

Mr. Hardy, therefore, may fairly claim that the text whioh his dis-
co-very has enabled him to give in this edition of the Pliny-Trajan cor-
respondence is to some extent an improvement on Keil's. The text, how-
ever, forms but a small part of Mr. Hardy's book. There are seventy-five
pages of introduction, and each page of the text is filled with closely
packed notes. It has been his object, as he states in the preface, to
apply ' the wealth of information collected deductively from so many
sources in Mommsen's " Staatsrecht," so to speak deductively, to illustrate
a particular author.' Whatever may be said for the design, it must be
said that the execution has not been wholly successful. In the first place
the method of overloading texts with masses of second-hand commen-
tary, which finds so much favour with some editors, is in itself of very
doubtful utility. With the greatest care and industry it is almost im-
possible to avoid falling into some serious blunders. On constitutional
questions, it is true, Mr. Hardy, having the advantage of Mommsen for
his guide, has as a rule steered tolerably clear of this danger. It is, how-
ever, somewhat strange that he should follow Lipsius's conjecture of
Cales in Tac. Ann. iv. 17 (p. 119), without any mention of the now
generally received MS. reading caXles. A good many of the notes are
deficient in clearness, as, for instance, that on the imperial right of
nominatio (p. 101) and that on the beneficiarii (p. 115). The nature too
of the constitutions, a difficult and important subject, should have been
explained more fully than by merely giving two quotations from Gaius
and the ' Digest.'

It is chiefly when Mr. Hardy leaves constitutional history for the
neighbouring territories of law and archeology that he goes badly astray.
At p. 199 he uses the term bonorum possessio in a totally wrong sense.
At p. 185 by compressing some remarks of Professor Middleton's he has
almost entirely bereft them of their point; his statement about basilicas
(p. 138), that ' they were used for commercial purposes, or more commonly
for judicial courts,' is so incomplete as to be almost misleading : he is
apparently unaware of the distinction between thermae and balneae
(p. 117). But the best instance of the danger of trusting to second-hand
information is the note on p. 98. ' Professor Mayor says that Tifernum
Tiberinum was about 20 miles east of Arretium, and that Arretium, by
the itineraries, is 164 miles from Rome.' Unfortunately the distance of
Arretium from Rome by the Antonine itinerary is 189 miles. And this note
.suggests another defect in Mr. Hardy's book, namely, that he deals with
ancient history and the ancient world generally, as if they had no con-
nexion with the life that has succeeded them. Would it not, for in-
stance, have interested a young student to have told him that Tifernum
Tiberinum, besides giving to Paris its first teacher of Greek after the
revival of letters, was the modern Citta di Castello where Raphael painted
the Sposalizio ? Might not the note at p. 108 on Prusa have been made
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more lively and instructive by some reference to Broussa and the Ottoman
Turks ? And a similar remark applies to the section of the province of
Bithynia and Pontus in the introduction. Is it not too rather needlessly
pedantic to speak of Dio Chrysos om as Cocceianus Dio ? On pp. 170,
171 there is a long note on the kingdom of Bosporus, diligently compiled
from the new volume of Mommsen's History, but it would have been more
interesting had it said something of the treasures which have made
Kertch so celebrated in the history of Greek art.

The account of Trajan's life and reign (pp. 1-16) shows neither
originality nor grasp of treatment. The discussion of his foreign policy is
inadequate, and in the account of the first Dacian campaign there is
surely considerable haziness, if not actual misapprehension, shown as to
the position of Lederata (which is on the left bank of the Danube) and of
the Iron Gate.

It is a thousand pities that Mr. Hardy, who has evidently spent a
great deal of time and labour on bifl book, should not have given to it just
that additional time and labour which was needed to make it a success.
Had he done so, had he made his introduction and commentary clearer,
more concise, and more scrupulously accurate, he would have produced,
if not an original, at any rate a useful book. One knows what strange
tricks one's eyes play in correcting proofs, but it argues a certain amount of
haste and carelessness to spell Marquardt invariably without the second r
and Wilmanns without the final s.

The best section in the introduction is that which treats of the imperial
supervision of the provinces. Mr Hardy's explanation of the title of the
governors of the imperial provinces, legati Augusti pro praetore, is clear
and useful, and he makes a good point in showing that the senate was by
110 means an ideal tribunal for the trial of extortionate governors, for
their sympathies were usually on the side of the accused, as a member of
their own order, and they did not hesitate to give these sympathies as full
play as they dared. Mr. Hardy follows other writers in pointing out
Pliny's peculiar position in Bithynia as the holder of a special mission,
and that therefore we must not found an argument upon his case on the
exceasive centralisation of the government; but it is too much to say that
the peculiar circumstances of the province compelled him at every step
to refer apparently simple and ordinary questions to the emperor. When
one reads the concluding pair of letters in which Pliny apologises to
Trajan for having given his wife, who had gone to visit her aunt, an order
to travel by the imperial post, one cannot sufficiently wonder at the
fussiness of the governor or the courtesy of the emperor.

I have left to the last the discussion of Mr. Hardy's views with regard
to the position of Christianity in the first century A.D. They are con-
tained in a section of the introduction entitled ' Pliny and the Christians,'
and in an appendix on the same subject, which resulted from his atten-
tion being called to the bishop of Durham's treatment of the question
in the ' Apostolic Fathers' (Part II, vol. i.). He holds with Ranke,
Schiller and Schurer, and most modern German historians, as against
De Rossi, Lightfoot, and Eenan.that Tacitus is wrong in ascribing to
Nero a prosecution of the Christians as distinct from the Jews ; he con-
siders that it is a wholly gratuitous assumption to suppose that Clement and
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Domitilla in the well-known passage of Dio-Xiphilinus were Christians ;
and he believes that up to the date of Pliny's letter to Trajan the real
differences between Jews and Christians had not yet fully penetrated to
Borne, and that Trajan's answer, though it amounts to an edict of
proscription, was directed not against adherents of an illegal religion, but
against members of an unlicensed and forbidden collegium.

The first of these points has been recently dealt with by Dr. C. F.
Arnold, of KSnigsberg, in a pamphlet entitled' Die Neronische Christenver-
folgungen ' (Leipzig, 1888), in which, after an acute and careful analysis
of the passage of Tacitus which relates to the Neronian persecution, he
maintains that Tacitus's account, allowing for the exaggeration in the
words ingens multitude, is substantially accurate. Indeed, the strongest
argument against the view supported by Mr. Hardy is that it is only
tenable on the supposition that Tacitus has been guilty of a gross mis-
statement, which he can only have made with deliberate intention, and
which he can have had no object in making. On the other hand his
account is confirmed both by St. Clement in' his first Epistle to the
Corinthians and by the tradition of the early church as to the martyr-
doms of St. Peter and St. Paul. Another argument which tells against
Mr. Hardy's view is the improbability that a persecution of the Jews
should have taken place in Nero's reign. As to the persecution of the
Christians under Trajan, Mr. Hardy would probably have modified his
opinion on some points, especially as regards the martyrdom of Ignatius,
if he had pursued his studies in Dr. Lightfoot's edition of that father
more deeply. As regards his general contention it is impossible to make
either Pliny's or Trajan's remarks fit in with the supposition that they
looked upon the Christians or punished them merely as members of an
unlicensed club. If this were so, why was death the punishment, and
why does Pliny speak of their practice as a prava superstitio ? Mr.
Hardy says that he does not understand Dr. lightfoot's point as to the
probability of a mistake of Xiphilinus, the epitomator of Dio, in the
passage about Clemens and Domitilla. His point is surely this: that an
epitomator, by the mere act of epitomising, often obscures the meaning
of a passage. ABTHDE TILLEY.

Ancient Facts and Fictions concerning Churches and Tithes. By
EOUNDELL, EAEL OF SELBOBNE. (London : Macmillan & Co. 1888.)

IN Lord Selborne's ' Defence of the Church of England against Disesta-
blishment ' he naturally had to deal with statements as to the origin of
tithes and other parochial endowments, which, rightly or wrongly, are
commonly believed to have a serious bearing on the question of disesta-
blishment. Writing as he was, however, on the whole subject and for
general readers, Lord Selborne could not go as thoroughly into these
matters as either the lawyer or the historian would desire. He was con-
tent, for instance, in the main to follow Selden, and thus passed over a
good many points on which light has been thrown since Selden's time.
In the present work Lord Selborne has made a close investigation of
several of these points, without drawing the polemical appUcation to which
they lend themselves. The Jbook is therefore purely historical, and ought
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